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NATURAL SEMANTIC METALANGUAGE

On Monday, April 6, 2020, the scientific community of the
NSM (Natural Semantic Metalanguage) held its first
online workshop. This community is composed of lin-
guists from around the world working with Anna
Wierzbicka (University of Canberra, Australia) and Ciff
Goddard (Griffith University, Australia).

In this model we work with very

.j': basic words of universal meaning,

© called primitives. In the workshop
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Aa T heiha, Sl Fatbns bl fawes
J0ae Harore, O Goocae Jrengdac Yo
o Worg, Arma Clasava, Cord Prantiey

the meaning of some words about

the coronavirus, such as virus or dis-

ease, was analyzed.

At the end of the workshop we received a letter from Dr.
Maria Giulia Marini, a doctor from Milan expert in Nar-
rative Medicine. She sent us an S.0.S. asking us for help.
Due to our research in semantics, she believes we would
be able of writing something to young people, adults
and those who have lost hope, and help them under-
stand the importance of our contribution in the difficult
task of overcoming this battle against the virus. The pag-
es that follow are an attempt to respond to her cry for

help.
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The metalanguage of the NSM is universal, therefore
rendering it suitable for a problem that is also universal,
that of the coronavirus, for which universal solutions
have been proposed so far.

We will describe four characteristics that many people
are exhibiting these days: they are responsible, free,
dedicated and hopeful.

We will accomplish it in accordance with the following
scheme:

QUALITY: we attempt to define it with semantic primi-
tives (words of universal meaning). (I apologies as | don’t
achieve the usual good result of NSM researchers.)

SCENARIO: describes a possible scenario that could per-
tain people who have this quality.

THOUGHTS: we address these people directly with our
reflections.

SLOGAN: we synthesize everything in a slogan, generally
written in the second person.
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A person can do'wi







DEDICATED '

A dedicated pef&n gives all the things
he has to otheks, he does not think he is
giving mucIZ" sometimes he feels that
~ his body is not feeling well, sometimes
i'?Ngl:?(_eﬁp:’hinks‘{s'{hat his heart is not feeling
well. A gﬁ"edicated person see at others
and feels good when he does something
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A person cries and dries his tears as best he can in
his Iab coat. Another person is SICk in a hospital
and exhausted from so much struggle. A perso "
has lost someone very close to him, and is mﬁ-

company\and co&u;f ,,not he suffered because his.

rela\hve was'a \}one~~ mrson works W|th people

who\dtg;,euer&day, his
hands contlnug toWork.. . . "

Talk to somqu@
loves you every day. T ;

that toda/we all love you \

'even if we don't knoq N\
you. Think that those 0.

believe, p‘FanyorVo.u, and
b $3% ‘\ :

those. who do not,
you their suppo\t' their

love, t\helr entl'{ausmsm.

Think - j‘nay&\ omorrow\
we can h‘ug'* that.
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Wourk’- heal 'S.;’- LA

WE LOVE YOU ANDOUR HOPE WILL BE
OUR SING IN YOUR HONOR.



In memory of all the loved ones who offered their
lives for us and left us at this time, without us being
able to accompany them.

Dedicated to the ltalian epidemiologist Maria Giulia
Marini and all the teams around the world, who
work day after day, sharing the desire that this situa-
tion ends soon.

Texts and watercolors:

Auxi Barrios

Associate Professor at Universidad Complutense de Madrid
(Spain)

auxibarrios@filol.ucm.es

http://auxibarrios.com/

| would like to thank Deborah Paton for her revision of the Eng-
lish version of this publication

© Auxi Barrios


http://auxibarrios.com/

